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What's) Mueller Report Explains Findings 
On Obstruction, Conspiracy 


News 


Business € Finance 


U.S.-Canada rift is 

growing over how to 
ensure the safety of Boe- 
ing’s 737 MAX planes, as Ot- 
tawa’s focus on additional 
pilot training could lead to 
more delays in getting the 
aircraft back in the air. Al 


+ Pinterest and Zoom 
Video soared in their trading 
debuts, a sign of investors’ 
undiminished appetite for 
fast-growing tech firms. B1 


+ Sprint has told regulators 
it will struggle to operate as 

a stand-alone firm, as its pro- 
posed merger with T-Mobile 
US comes under pressure. B1 


+ Blackstone said it would 
abandon its partnership 
structure and become a cor- 
poration, potentially widen- 
ing its investor base. B1 


+ Amazon.com is with- 
drawing from China’s 
fiercely competitive domes- 
tic e-commerce market. B3 


+ Samsung said it would 
investigate problems in 
Galaxy Fold phones issued 
to tech reviewers. B1 


+ American Media agreed 
to sell the National Enquirer 
to a former newsstand mo- 
gul for $100 million. B3 


+ Sears sued Lampert, 
Mnuchin and others, accusing 
them of siphoning off bil- 
lions of dollars of assets. B2 


+ U.S. retail sales bounced 
back in March after a pe- 
riod of weak spending. A2 


@ The S&P 500 edged up 
as industrial stocks rose. 
The Dow gained 0.4%. B11 


Unilever and Nestlé beat 
first-quarter sales forecasts, 
buoyed by stronger results 
in emerging markets. B1 


World-Wide 


— o 


+ Mueller’s report outlined 
efforts by Trump to curtail 
or shut down his investi- 
gation, but it also made 
clear why the special coun- 
sel didn’t pursue charges of 
obstruction of justice and 
why contacts with Rus- 
sians by the Trump cam- 
paign didn’t amount toa 
criminal conspiracy. Al, A4-6 


+ Anew weapon North Ko- 
rea claims to have tested is 
likely a short-range guided 
missile aimed at striking 
battlefield targets with high 
precision, experts said. A7 
+ Putin will meet North 
Korea’s Kim within the next 
two weeks at a summit 
meant to highlight Pyong- 
yang’s pivot toward Moscow 
as ties with the U.S. fray. A7 


A meeting between the 
Taliban and senior Afghan 
political figures was can- 
celed amid a dispute over 
who should participate, a 
setback for peace efforts. A8 


+ The potential economic 
impact of a new trade accord 
with Mexico and Canada is 
being debated as the Trump 
administration seeks to have 
Congress ratify the deal. A2 


+ Sen. McConnell plans to 
introduce legislation that 
would raise the minimum 
age to purchase tobacco 
products to 21 from 18. A3 


+ The administration is 
launching a $350 million 
opioid-addiction research 
and treatment initiative to 
reduce overdose deaths. A3 


+ The CIA’s chief said the 
agency has shifted resources 
to better understand nation- 
state adversaries such as 
Russia and Iran. A6 
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Congress 
Grapples 
To Find 

Next Step 


BY SIOBHAN HUGHES 
AND REBECCA BALLHAUS 


WASHINGTON—Now _ that 
the Mueller report has been re- 
leased, Democrats are grap- 
pling with the politically risky 
decision of what to do next: 
Use it to campaign against 
President Trump’s re-election 
bid or try to impeach him first. 

“The responsibility now 
falls to Congress to hold the 
president accountable for his 
actions,” Rep. Jerry Nadler (D., 
N.Y.), chairman of the House 
Judiciary Committee, said 
Thursday, adding that im- 
peachment is “one possibility, 
there are others. We obviously 
have to get to the bottom of 
what happened and take what- 
ever action seems necessary.” 

Republicans said little about 
the 400-plus-page report on 
Thursday, and the GOP-con- 
trolled Senate isn’t expected to 
pursue the removal from office 
of the Republican president. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell (R., Ky.) 
praised Attorney General Wil- 
liam Barr’s handling of the re- 
port. “The nation is fortunate 
to have an experienced leader 
like Bill Barr in place to ensure 
maximum possible transpar- 
ency,” he said. 

House Democrats already 
have multiple probes under way 
into topics including Mr. 
Trump’s finances, businesses, 
relationships with foreign na- 
tions and White House security 
clearances. They are moving 
quickly to hear testimony from 
special counsel Robert Mueller 
and Mr. Barr regarding the ex- 
tensive interference by Russia 
during the 2016 presidential 
campaign outlined in the report. 

The toughest inquiry will 
rest with Mr. Nadler, whose 
committee is already conduct- 
ing a review of whether Mr. 
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Please turntopage A5 The 448-page Mueller report was redacted in parts to block out sensitive information. 


Trump 


Efforts to 
Block Probe 
Detailed 


BY ARUNA VISWANATHA 
AND SADIE GURMAN 


WASHINGTON—Robert Muel- 
ler’s long-awaited report out- 
lined efforts by President Trump 
to curtail or shut down his inves- 
tigation, but it also made clear 
why the special counsel didn’t 
pursue charges of obstruction of 
justice and why contacts with 
Russians by the Trump cam- 
paign didn’t amount to a crimi- 
nal conspiracy. 

The 448-page report, re- 
leased Thursday with portions 
redacted, followed a nearly two- 
year investigation into Russia’s 
interference in the 2016 elec- 
tion and ties to Mr. Trump’s 
campaign. Mr. Mueller, explain- 
ing in the report why he didn’t 
pursue a charge of obstruction 
against the president, cited in 
part Justice Department guid- 
ance that a sitting president 
can’t be indicted. 

“Fairness concerns counseled 
against potentially reaching” a 
judgment that Mr. Trump com- 
mitted crimes “when no charges 
can be brought,” Mr. Mueller 
wrote in the report. 

The special counsel has previ- 
ously charged dozens of Russian 
entities and individuals in a two- 
pronged attack of disinformation 
and hacked computers in 2016, 
and found repeated contacts be- 
tween Russia-linked entities and 
Trump campaign officials that 
coincided with those efforts be- 
fore the election. But Mr. Muel- 

Please turn to page A4 


Inside the Report 


@ A close look at key 


excerpts. „ A4 


+ Barr’s stance puts him in 


crosshairs. 
+ Findings fuel political 
combat on obstruction... A5 
Gerald F. Seib: Kicking the 
ball to voters, Congress... A6 


Split on Training Imperils 737 MAX Return 


By ANDY PASZTOR 
AND Kim MACKRAEL 


A rift between the U.S. and 
Canada is growing over how to 
ensure the safety of Boeing 
Cos grounded 737 MAX 
planes, as Ottawa’s focus on 
additional pilot training could 
lead to more delays in getting 
the jet back in the air. 

Canada’s transport minis- 
ter signaled this week that his 
government could require ad- 
ditional simulator training for 


pilots of the 737 MAX. That 
possibility threatens to widen 
the gap between plans being 
developed by U.S. authorities 
to put the planes into service 
and those of other countries, 
according to industry officials 
and others participating in 
the process. 

Efforts to end the ground- 
ing in the U.S. already are run- 
ning months later than ini- 
tially envisioned due to 
technical challenges, and any 
further delays in getting the 


737 MAX airborne again else- 
where would intensify the 
pressure on Boeing. The plane 
maker faces potential liabili- 
ties stemming from two fatal 
737 MAX crashes, while its 
customers are calculating the 
financial hit from grounded 
planes and postponed deliver- 
ies. The airlines themselves 
have been forced to rework 
summer flight schedules and 
inconvenience passengers. Ad- 
ditional delays due to pilot 
training could upend sched- 


ules over a longer period. 
Even if Canada or other na- 
tions eventually decide against 
requiring extra simulator train- 
ing related to a suspect flight- 
control system that is being re- 
vised, carriers voluntarily 
could opt for it. Europe’s big- 
gest low-cost airline, Ryanair 
Holdings PLC, plans to put its 
737 MAX pilots through extra 
simulator training, according 
to people familiar with the car- 
rier’s thinking, joining Ameri- 
can Airlines Group Inc. in that 


approach. 

“Simulators are the very 
best way from a training point 
of view to go over exactly 
what could happen in a real 
way and to react properly to 
it,” Canadian Transport Minis- 
ter Marc Garneau said. “It’s 
not going to be a question of 
pulling out an iPad and spend- 
ing an hour on it.” 

No formal decision about 
simulator training has yet 
been made, a spokeswoman 

Please turn to page A2 
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By JENNIFER SMITH 


In logistics, a critical part 
of the modern American econ- 
omy, everything has its high 
season—whether it’s oil puls- 
ing through the nation’s rail- 
ways to meet 
summer driving 
demand, or the 
frenzy to deliver 
millions of Ama- 
zon.com Inc. 
packages before 
Christmas Day. 

Springtime is 
Girl Scout cookie 
season. 

“Pm waiting on a truck of 
Thin Mints from Kentucky,” 
Ashley Picard, product sales 
manager for the Girl Scouts of 
Montana and Wyoming, which 
serves troops across 245,000 


The Logistics of Girl Scout Cookies: 
Suitcases, Pallets, Mom’s Garage 


* 


Parents, girls distribute 200 million boxes 


4 assale moves into frenzied closing days 4 


Well-traveled 


* 


square miles, said earlier this 
month. 
The Girl Scouts of the USA 
a few years ago started accept- 
ing orders online to keep up 
with how people shop and 
boost sales in an operation 
that generates 
about $800 mil- 
lion in annual 
revenue. Cookies 
sold on the “Dig- 
ital Cookie plat- 
form” can be 
shipped through 
the mail. But 
some 95% of Girl 
Scout cookies 
are still sold and delivered the 
old-fashioned way: by hand. 
That means a logistical push 
to deliver 200 million boxes of 
cookies across the country in 
Please turn to page A9 


New Optimism 
In IPO Market 


Value of U.S.-listed tech IPOs 
through April 18 of each year 


$25 billion 


2000 ‘10 


Source: Dealogic 


The IPO market for 2019 got a 
boost as Pinterest Inc. and 
Zoom Video Communications 
Inc. soared in their first day of 
trading on Thursday. B1 


Notre Dame Suffered 
Decades of Neglect 


Even before the fire, its flying buttresses 
were eroding and the spire was rotting 


PARIS—Years before 
flames ravaged Notre Dame 
Cathedral, the landmark’s 
custodians realized they had 
a problem. 


By Valentina Pop, 
Drew Hinshaw 
and Nick Kostov 


In 2013, the cathedral 
hired Didier Dupuy and his 
son to scale the building and 
install lightning rods at dif- 
ferent points, including its 
central spire. Gaping holes 
and cracks they discovered in 
the lead roofing shocked 
them. Just below was a dry 
and dusty space of timber 
beams, known as “the forest,” 
that had supported Notre 


Dame’s roof for centuries. 

A job that was supposed 
to last a couple of weeks 
took three months as the 
duo performed emergency 
repairs before quitting in 
frustration. 

“We told them, you need 
professionals for this. We 
can weld, but it’s not pretty,” 
said Mr. Dupuy, who re- 
moved 110 pounds of rust 
from the cross atop the 
spire. “The cross was in very 
bad shape.” 

On Monday, Notre Dame’s 
forest caught fire, incinerat- 
ing the central spire and 
most of the cathedral’s roof 
in a disaster that dismayed 
the world. Notre Dame, with 

Please turn to page A9 


